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Contact Details 
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser – Beth Miller 

M: 07968 034075 

E: beth@bethmillerisw.co.uk 
 

Diocesan Child Protection Adviser – 

Su Foster 

Child Present Abuse by another adult or child on 
adult 

Listen carefully without shock or judgment. 
Offer reassurance 

 

Write down a clear account of what the 
child has said 

 

Is the person? 
 Over 18? If so the information belongs to them 

and they make the decision – (unless there is a 
‘public interest’ concern see below) 

 A vulnerable adult with capacity to decide? If 
so the information belongs to them and they 
make the decision – (unless there is a ‘public 
interest’ concern see below) 

 A vulnerable adult who does not have 
capacity to decide? If so, you have to decide 
what is in their best interests. 

 

If you are unsure whether the public interest justifies 
disclosing confidential information without consent 

then please contact the parish priest who will in turn 
contact Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 

 

Take Action 
Do not contact the alleged perpetrator 

 

Contact Police or local Children’s Services 
 

Contact Parish Priest (if they are not the accused) and 
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser – Beth Miller  

 

Police or Children’s/Adult Services may set up 
an investigation 

 

A ‘public interest concern’ – how to decide 
“The key factors in deciding whether or not to share confidential information are necessity and proportionality, i.e. whether 

the proposed sharing is likely to make an effective contribution to preventing the risk and whether the public interest in 
sharing information overrides the interest in maintaining confidentiality.  In making the decision you must weigh up what 

might happen if the information is shared against what might happen if it is not and make a decision based on professional 
judgement”. 

Section 3.40 information sharing: Guidance for practitioners and managers.  HMSO 2010 
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